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(COPY) 


OFFICE OF ke 
PARRER & GO, 
No. 627 Chestnut St, 
R. 
Phila. Jan. 7th, 1889, 
Hon, Will A. FPreret, Supervising Architect, 
Treasury Department, Washington, DBD. (. 
Dear Sirte 
‘We hereby propose to construct the new two-story Vault 
in the area of the U. S. Mint Building, at Philada, ineluding all 
the labor and material required, tear out and remove as much of the 
old frame building, brick arches end iron beams as is necessary, 
utilizing all cf the availabie materials, do the necessary excava= 
ting, stone masonry and stone brick=work, furnish and place in sail 
sition the iron beams, plates, lattice work, doors, concrete, unis 
phalt and carpenter work, Including painting; all to be done in ow 
best workmanlike manner, as indicated in your drawings, for the sum 
of, Twenty«three Thousand, One Hundred and Forty=three Dollars, 
($23,143. ) 3 | 
Or if you prefer, we will do the above described work as indi- 
cated in our drawings herewith submitted, utilizing the present | 
brick walla, iron beame, columns, etec., strengthening than where 
necessary, for the sum of Twenty-one Thousand, Three Hundred and 


Ninety-seven Dollars ($21,597.) Our Second Proposal is made as 
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suggested by you, after consulting with the Superintendent of the 


2 


Mint. 

To do the work contemplated in our first Proposal, it would be 
eenniabis Lo substitute envent: in fastening the steel plates in po- 
sition, and to tear out all of the floor cf the area, which is com- 
posed of brick arches, covered with conerete, resting upon I beams 
extend ing under and beyond the area, and supporting the main floor 
of the Mint, These Reams rest upon iron culumns and brick walls, 
which would haveto be eut off and removed, which would require 
considerable jime and labor, and also seriously interfere with the 
routine business of the Mint, as the melters and refiners Vault and 
the Counting Room are both located in the area, and cannot be reno 
ed without serious inemvenience to these Departmmts, Objection 
is also made to the Double Lattice Vault, in the area, on the first 
floor, on the ground that it will seriously interfere with the 
light in the surramnding roan, which derive their only light from 
this source, and are now at the best, only poorly lighted; another 
objection is offered against the Lattice Vault, from the fact that 
it would be open to rain, snow and dust, which would render it very 
uncomfortable as a working Vault in cold or wet weather, 

Our Second Proposal contanplates utilizing the present walls, 
columns, I beams, arches, etc., supporting the South portion of the 
floor of the area on 4 level with the adjoining rooms, and tearing 


out and remilding the North portion of the floor, ete., lowering 
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it to the same Level as the South floor; and strengthening the 


# 





whole by heavy cross I beams under the present structure, supported 
by iron columns, resting on Granite blocks imbedded in cement, as 
indicated in your drawings; and lining the floor, sides and bottom 
of the Basement Vault with 1/4" plates of Bessemer Steel fastened 
to 5" x S* x 1/2" angles on all outside comers, and atyan x at /as 
x 573" angles on all—getseiee corners, and covering the joints of 
the plates with 2° x 1/2" batten bars, all securely s¢rewed and 
rivited together: The bottan plates to be laid in a bed of cement 
and the lattiee partitions fastened to the floor plates, by at /an x 
a /er x 3/8" angle iron on both sides of the lattice, screwed and 
rivited to the floor plates, am through the onds of the Lattice 
bars. The lattice partitions to be strengthened by two, a an x 
a yas x 3/8" T Bars, one on each side of the lattice, placad about 
four feet apart, and riveted and serewed together through the lat» 
tice and to the bottom angles, and to the I beams at the TOP 5 wen 
furnishing additional support for the Vault above. 

Grili Doors with flat key locks will be provided, for each 
compurtment, and we wilj furnish for the outside ontrance, a Set of 
Doors, similar to those furnished for Vault 6. with our Double Dexe 
ter Bank Locks, etc., complete, And in place of the lattice . 
Vault on the first floor, we will provide a Metallic Vault of 1/4" 


piates of Bessemer Steel, in whole sheets, as indieated in our 
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drawings, with se door and jambs G' 6* x 9' 68 opening in the clear, 


4 


1 1/2" thick, composed of two, 1/2" plates of Bessemer Steel, and 
one plate of 5 ply high and low stecol, wolded aml hardened drill 

proof, with round bolt work, Dexter Bank Lock, and a Day Gate of 

ornamental design, with a flat key-spring lock. 

The plates in this structure to be riveted ani serewed 
to the T bars and angles on the four sides, aml to the batten bars 
on the floor, and riveted to the I beams on the roof, the joints 
of the plates on the roof being covered with 2" x 1/4" batten 
bars, laid in red lead and screwed to the plates; and the whole 
structure to be painted inside and outside to the satisfaction of 
yourself and the Superintendent of the Mint. 

Under ordinary circumstances we should not recommend a 
light a lining for the storg:e of Silver or Bull ion, but as this 
Vault is to be located in the area of the Mint, in the centre of 
the building, surrounded by rooms caistantly occupied, and a clear 
passaye around both vaults, together with the limited amount ap~ 
propriated for this purpose, we offer the foregoing, as the best 
thst can be preduced for the money. 

By adopting the construction indieated in our second 
Proposal, you will gain storage capacity for over Four Millions of 
Silver Dollars in the Basement Vault, and over Eleven Hundred cu- 
bic foot in the first story Vault, (over and above the space pro= 


vided for by your drawings) and at the same time, save One Thousand 


Be 
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5 
Seven Hundred and Forty Six Dollars, ($1,'746) in the cost of con- 
struction. 

This work can be done at the convenience of the Super 
intenmient of the Mint, while the tearing out, which would be nec} 
essary if the first proposal was adopted, would cause a serious 
and prolonged ammoyance, 2s well as interfere materially with the 
work of the Mint, By 5 aavie ine the cost of the new Vault bining ee 
eid Doors in the U.S.Assay Office, New York, costing over $24,000 
with your proposed Basement Vault of mre than double its cmaci-~ 
M 


ty, at a little over one half its cost, incliling Masonry, Prick 


and Iron Work, as well as the lining, Lattice work ami doors com 


n. 


plete; and the now Vault in the Office of the Assistant Treasurer, 
U,3,, Philadelphia, costing over $7,500 with the propo sed first 
story Vault, of about four times its capacity, and nearly the 
same cost, or by comparing the cost and cspacity of y air presont 
Vaults, or the Lined Goverrment Vaults, thraighout the United 
States, with the cost and capacity of the proposed Vaults, it will 
be seen that we are offering you this wrk at less than one half 
the price usually paid, 

In case you should decide to reduce the size, or set the 
Vault back to within three or four feet from the enki stack, or 


lower the roof of the first story Vault, to obtain mre light, 


er change the position of the doors, in either Vault, we will ma&ke 


| Bee Grey erhuett ) 


rd 
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6 
any of the above named changes, without extra charges, provided / 


such changes shall be ordered before we commence work. A 
mad 5 
We are prepared to commence this wrk at once, and cam 
plete it at the earliest possible moment, and set it up with due 
regard to the conveni mee of the. Superintendent of the Mint. 


™ Very Respectfully , 


Farrel & Co, 


P.S. In accordance with the sugcsestions made by Super~- 
intendent Pox, we will do the work as indicated in sketch, eneim 
cled by ring on each of the drawings, for Eight Hundred Dollars 
($800) additional to the price named above. 


Parrel & Co. 
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(copy) 
Washington, D.C,, Feby. 14, 1589 


Hon.Will,A.Freret, Supervising Architect, 


Treasury Dept, Washington, D,c, 


Dear Siri + : 

In response to your Telegram of the I1th.inst, oir 
Mr.Remington (the writer) responded immediately, and at your re 
quest has carefully reviewed and revised our estimates upon which 
our proposal of January 7th, 1869 was based, to construct the 
proposed two-story Vault, in the U.S,Mint, at Philadelphia, and 
from the explanations received in ymr Office, we have been able to 
materially reduce the amount of our first proposal, although fram 
the lowest estimates we have been able to obtain for the excava- 
ting, stone masonry, concrete work, &c,, our figures are still 
$1,582, 70 in excess of your Office estimates. This is due to 
the fact that the work will have to be done at such times as will 
suit Superintendent Fox, and without interfering with the routine 
business of the Mint, which is liable to prove a very serious 
matter to the contractors, 

Our revised est imates for the excavating, Stone Masonry, 
&e., were only obtained with the understanding that the contract 


should be closed at once, in order that thoir work gould be com 
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pleted before their regular Spring business opens, and while 
they can obtain the necessary labor as it may be required. 

The Writer has spent considerable time on this matter, 
and we are well aware of the difficulties wmder which this wrk 


Wat have to be performed, from our past experience as instanced 


by our present contract for Mint Vault *"D* whiten we nave delayca 


in setting up for several months, pending the proposed alterations 


in the Mint, until about a month ago, when we were verbally no~# 


tified that we could complete the work; but when on the lith.inst. 


we notified the Superintendent of the Mint that we would begin 
setting up the work the next day, the Writer was informed that 
we could not do it, as the grade of the passage and the floor of 
the Vault were to be lowered about 50 inches, whieh, if done will 
require the rebuilding the body of the Yault lining, and delay 
us several weeks longer before we can complete our work. 

As local mamufacturers we are anxious to do this wrk, 
having done all the recent Vault work in the Mint, and, as we 
wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury, yesterday,rathor than have 
this wrk done by foreign Manufacturers, we will do the work in- 
dicated in our second proposal of Jany. 7th, 1889, for the amount 
of your Office estimate, vig! - Eighteon Thousand Sixty two and 
54/100 Dollars ($18,062.53)ani do the work to suit the convenience 


of the Guperintendent of the Mint, providing the contract is 


~ ae 
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averded to us at once, as otherwise we my not be able to get 
the excavating &e,, done without additional expense, in which 
case we would not feel justified in wdertaking the work at the 
price named anove,. 
Trusting that you will give this matter yow inmediate 

attention, we retin, . ss . 

Very Respectfully, 

Farrel & Co,, 


Philadelphia. 
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Kensington Engine WOFks, Limited, 


H. C. Francis, Manager, FRANCIS BROS.., 
A. Hunt, 7reas, 8 on 
“WHHL, Francis Sey. Engineers and Machinists, 


Beach and Vienna Sts. 


Philadelphia, 9#8-133'7,. 


Sirte 

Referring to the bill for Sight Feed Oil “up returned to the 
writer by you at a personal interview a few days since, we beg to 
say that the bill as rendered was a clerical error; the amount 
instead of being $14.50 should have been $4.50. We regret this 
mistake and are pleased to make the correetion, Which 3 trust 
will be satisfactory. a 


Yours respsctfully 


Pe LUA, ' 


aa 
To, Vacy, 
Hon. Dan'l M. Fox, 


Sup me Os Se Minte 
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[Letter One: ] 


(Copy) 


Office of Farrel & Co. 
No. 627 Chestnut St. 
R. 


Phila. 
January 7, 1889 


Hon. Will A. Freret, Supervising Architect, 
Treasury Department, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: - 


We hereby propose to construct the new two-story Vault in the area of the U.S. Mint 
Building, at Philada. including all the labor and material required, tear out and remove as much 
of the old frame building, brick arches and iron beams as is necessary, utilizing all of the 
available materials, do the necessary excavating, stone masonry and stone brick-work, furnish 
and place in position the iron beams, plates, lattice work, doors, concrete, asphalt and carpenter 
work, including painting; all to be done in our best workmanlike manner, as indicated in your 
drawings, for the sum of, Twenty-three Thousand, One Hundred and Forty-three Dollars, 
($23,143.) 


Of if you prefer, we will do the above described work as indicated in our drawings 
herewith submitted, utilizing the present brick walls, iron beams, columns, etc., strengthening 
them were necessary, for the sum of Twenty-one Thousand, Three Hundred and Ninety-seven 
Dollars ($21,397.) Our Second Proposal is made as suggested by you, after consulting with the 
Superintendent of the Mint. 


To do the work contemplated in our first Proposal, it would be necessary to substitute 
screws, in fastening the steel plates in position, and to tear out all of the floor of the area, which 
is composed of brick arches, covered with concrete, resting upon I beams extending under and 
beyond the area, and supporting the main floor of the Mint. These Beams rest upon iron columns 
and brick walls, which would have to be cut off and removed, which would require considerable 
time and labor, and also seriously interfere with the routine business of the Mint, as the melters 
and refiners Vault and the Counting Room are both located in the area, and cannot be removed 
without serious inconvenience to these Departments. Objection is also made to the Double 
Lattice Vault, in the area, on the first floor, on the ground that it will seriously interfere with the 
light in the surrounding rooms, which derive their only light from this source, and are now at the 
best, only poorly lighted; another objection is offered against the Lattice Vault, from the fact that 
it would be open to rain, snow and dust, which would render it very uncomfortable as a working 
Vault in cold or wet weather. 
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Our Second Proposal contemplates utilizing the present walls, columns, I beams, arches, 
etc., supporting the South portion of the floor of the area on a level with the adjoining rooms, and 
tearing out and rebuilding the North portion of the floor, etc., lowering it to the same level as the 
South floor; and strengthening the whole by heavy cross I beams under the present structure, 
supported by iron columns, resting on Granite blocks imbedded in cement, as indicated in your 
drawings; and lining the floor, sides and bottom of the Basement Vault with 4” plates of 
Bessemer Steel fastened to 3” x 3” x 4” angles on all outside corners, and 2 2” x 2 4” x 3/8” 
angles on all Inside corners, and covering the joints of the plates with 2” x 4” batten bars, all 
securely screwed and riveted together: The bottom plates to be laid in a bed of cement and the 
lattice partitions fastened to the floor plates, by 2 4” x 2 4” x 3/8” angle iron on both sides of 
the lattice, screwed and riveted to the floor plates, and through the ends of the Lattice bars. The 
lattice partitions to be strengthened by two, 2 4” x 2 4%” x 3/8” T Bars, one on each side of the 
lattice, placed about four feet apart, and riveted and screwed together through the lattice and to 
the bottom angles, and to the I beams at the top; thus furnishing additional support for the Vault 
above. 


Grill Doors with flat key locks will be provided, for each compartment, and we will 
furnish for the outside entrance, a Set of Doors, similar to those furnished for Vault C. with our 
Double Dexter Bank Locks, etc., complete. And in place of the lattice Vault on the first floor, we 
will provide a Metallic Vault of 4” plates of Bessemer Steel, in whole sheets, as indicated in our 
drawings, with a door and jambs 6’ 6” x 2’ 6” opening in the clear, 1 4” thick, composed of two, 
4” plates of Bessemer Steel, and one plate of 5 ply high and low steel, welded and hardened drill 
proof, with round bolt work, Dexter Bank Lock, and a Day Gate of ornamental design, with a flat 
key-spring lock. 


The plates in this structure to be riveted and screwed to the T bars and angles on the four 
sides, and to the batten bars on the floor, and riveted to the I beams on the roof, the joints of the 
plates on the roof being covered with 2” x 4” batten bars, laid in red lead and screwed to the 
plates; and the whole structure to be painted inside and outside to the satisfaction of yourself and 
the Superintendent of the Mint. 


Under ordinary circumstances we should not recommend so light a lining for the storage 
of Silver or Bullion, but as this Vault is to be located in the area of the Mint, in the centre of the 
building, surrounded by rooms constantly occupied, and a clear passage around both vaults, 
together with the limited amount appropriated for this purpose, we offer the foregoing, as the 
best that can be produced for the money. 


By adopting the construction indicated in our second Proposal, you will gain storage 
capacity for over Four Millions of Silver Dollars in the Basement Vault, and over Eleven 
Hundred cubic feet in the first story Vault, (over and above the space provided for by your 
drawings) and at the same time, save One Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty Six Dollars, 
($1,746) in the cost of construction. 


This work can be done at the convenience of the Superintendent of the Mint, while the 
tearing out, which would be necessary if the first proposal was adopted, would cause a serious 
and prolonged annoyance, as well as interfere materially with the work of the Mint. By 
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comparing the cost of the new Vault Lining and Doors in the U.S. Assay Office, New York, 
costing over $24,000 with your proposed Basement Vault of more than double its capacity, at a 
little over one half its cost, including Masonry, Brick and Iron Work, as well as the lining, 
Lattice work and doors complete; and the new Vault in the Office of the Assistant Treasurer, 
US., Philadelphia, costing over $7,500 with the proposed first story Vault, of about four times 
its capacity, and nearly the same cost, or by comparing the cost and capacity of your present 
Vaults, or the Lined Government Vaults, throughout the United States, with the cost and capacity 
of the proposed Vaults, it will be seen that we are offering you this work at less than one half the 
price usually paid. 


In case you should decide to reduce the size, or set the Vault back to within three or four 
feet from the smoke stack, or lower the roof of the first story Vault, to obtain more light, or 
change the position of the doors, in either Vault, we will make any of the above named changes, 
without extra charges, provided such changed shall be ordered before we commence work. 


We are prepared to commence this work at once, and complete it at the earliest possible 
moment, and set it up with due regard to the convenience of the Superintendent of the Mint. 


Very Respectfully, 
Farrel & Co. 


P.S. In accordance with the suggestions made by Superintendent Fox, we will do the 
work as indicated in sketch, encircled by ring on each of the drawings, for Eight Hundred Dollars 


($800) additional to the price named above. 


Farrel & Co. 
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[Letter Two:] 


(Copy) 


Washington, D.C., 
February 14, 1889 


Hon. Will. A. Freret, Supervising Architect, 
Treasury Dept. Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: - 


In response to your Telegram of the 11th inst. our Mr. Remington (the writer) responded 
immediately, and at your request has carefully reviewed and revised our estimates upon which 
our proposal of January 7th, 1889 was based, to construct the proposed two-story Vault, in the 
US. Mint, at Philadelphia, and from the explanations received in your Office, we have been able 
to materially reduce the amount of our first proposal, although from the lowest estimates we have 
been able to obtain for the excavating, at one masonry, concrete work, &c., our figures are still 
$1,582.70 in excess of your Office estimates. This is due to the fact that the work will have to be 
done at such times as will suit Superintendent Fox, and without interfering with the routine 
business of the Mint, which is liable to prove a very serious matter to the contractors. 


Our revised estimates for the excavating, Stone Masonry, &c., were only obtained with 
the understanding that the contract should be closed at once, in order that their work could be 
completed before their regular Spring business opens, and while they can obtain the necessary 
labor as it may be required. 


The Writer has spent considerable time on this matter, and we are well aware of the 
difficulties under which this work will have to be performed, from our past experience as 
instanced by our present contract for Mint Vault “D” which we have delayed in setting up for 
several months, pending the proposed alterations in the Mint, until about a month ago, when we 
were verbally notified that we could complete the work; but when on the 11th inst. we notified 
the Superintendent of the Mint that we would begin setting up the work the next day, the Writer 
was informed that we could not do it, as the grade of the passage and the floor of the Vault were 
to be lowered about 30 inches, which, if done will require the rebuilding the body of the Vault 
lining, and delay us several weeks longer before we can complete our work. 


As local manufactures we are anxious to do this work, having done all the recent Vault 
work in the Mint, and, as we wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury, yesterday, rather than have 
this work done by foreign Manufacturers, we will do the work indicated in our second proposal 
of Jany. 7th, 1889, for the amount of your Office estimate, viz: - Eighteen Thousand Sixty two 
and 53/100 Dollars ($18,062.53) and do the work to suit the convenience of the Superintendent 
of the Mint, providing the contract is awarded to us at once, as otherwise we may not be able to 
get the excavating &c., done without additional expense, in which case we would not feel 
justified in undertaking the work at the price named above. 
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Trusting that you will give this matter your immediate attention, we remain, 


Very Respectfully, 
Farrel & Co., 
Philadelphia. 


[Letter Three: ] 


Kensington Engine Works, Limited, 
Francis Bros., 

Engineers and Machinists, 
Philadelphia, 

September 8, 1887 


Sir: - 


Referring to the bill for sight feed oil cup returned to the writer by you at a personal 
interview a few days since, we beg to say that the bill as rendered was a clerical error: the 
amount instead of being $14.50 should have been $4.50. We regret this mistake and are please to 
make the correction, which we trust will be satisfactory. 


Yours respectfully, 
Kensington Engine Works, Limited 
Per W.H. Francis, Sec’y. 


To, 
Hon. Dan’! M. Fox, 
Sup’t U.S. Mint. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 149 


[Letter Four:] 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
September 23, 1887 


Gentlemen; 


Your proposal of the 22nd inst. to furnish 8 cast iron cross bars $6.50 as stated and 6 
wrought iron annealing pans $25.00 as per sample at the respective press named, is hereby 
accepted. 


You will please furnish them at the earliest moment practicable. 
Respectfully, 
D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 
Miss J.S. Cassin & Co. 
2nd & Germantown Ave. 
Philadelphia 
[Noted in margins: ] 
Received 9/23/87 
[Letter Five: ] 
Austin, Obdyke & Co. 
Galvanized Iron & Copper Cornice Works, Tin & Slate Roofing. 
Philadelphia, 
July 23, 1887 


Mr. Dan’! M. Fox, Supt. 
USS. Mint 


Dear Sir, 
We will make a gal. Iron Ventilator as per plan proposed, with inside stationary water 
guards, and set the same in place, including the roof work around same, you to furnish the 


necessary carpenters work, for the sum total of One Hundred and Sixty Five (165) 0/100 Dolls. 


Respy. Yours, 
Austin, Obdyke & Co. 


[Noted in margins:] EB / 54 
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[Letter Six:] 

Austin, Obdyke & Co. 

Galvanized Iron & Copper Cornice Works, Tin & Slate Roofing. 
Philadelphia, 

July 23, 1887 


Mr. Daniel M. Fox “Supt.” 
USS. Mint, “Phila.” 


Dear Sir, 


We will make and erect the Galv. Iron Ventilator, as per our design submitted, including 
connections to steam exhaust pipes at the top, for the sum total of Fifty Five (55) 0/100 Dollars. 


Respy. Yours 
Austin, Obdyke & Co. 


[Noted in margins: ] 


EB / 54 


